Living with dignity requires the enjoyment of basic physical and mental needs and from a child’s
perspective, there is also the necessity for the enjoyment of conditions that facilitate healthy growth and
development. However, the current weekly allowance of €21.60, payable to adults and children living in
Direct Provision, increases the risk of child poverty and prevents residents from being able to meet regular
daily living costs (transport, food, recreation or personal expenses) and to participate fully in Irish society
(unable to attend birthday parties or school trips).
Recently, families in Direct Provision struggled to afford the costs of sending their children back to school
and young men and women are forced to exclude themselves from the local community as they have no
means to effectively participate.
The McMahon Report Recommendation 5.30 was a consensus decision by all Working Group members
including officials from the Department of Social Protection and the Department of Justice. The projected
cost of implementing the updated recommendation is estimated to be less than €5m. This is 0.025% of the
Department of Social Protection budget in 2018 of €20bn. The financial cost of the proposed increases are
relatively low, yet the human costs of a failure to implement these increases are significant for the 5,600
Direct Provision residents, of which more than 1,500 are children.
As this submission only seeks to restore the value of direct provision payments, which have reduced
substantially in ‘real’ terms since their introduction in 2000, the increases proposed for Budget 2019 could
not be construed as creating a ‘pull’ factor. Furthermore, it is worth noting that Direct Provision residents
who have a right to work and find employment, will at specified income thresholds have their allowance
reduced or withdrawn based on a means test after 12 weeks and also be required to contribute towards
the cost of accommodation.
The full JRS Ireland Budget 19 Submission is attached. I would be delighted for the opportunity to discuss
this submission further with you. I can be reached at
or by return email.
Thanking you for your kind attention.
Yours sincerely,

JRS Ireland
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